
“Our deeds cannot build the kingdom but only witness to its presence 

and power; our social action is as an enacted prayer for the kingdom; 

the pursuit of justice and mercy arises from love for our neighbor; we do 

not separate our deeds from the name of Jesus but pray that our deeds 

might bring the conversion of those who see them.” (Michael Goheen, 

Tim Sheridan; Becoming a Missionary Church, 62.) 

 

“But the Bible also knows that perfect justice is not now and never will 

be achievable in this world. For this reason, in the face of irrevocable un-

just relationships, the Bible speaks of eschatological hope in God's justice. 

In this way, the call for mercy surpasses the cry for justice in the Bible. The 

Bible understands mercy as God's own justice. Mercy is the heart of the 

biblical message, not by undercutting justice, but by surpassing it. The 

Old Testament speaks of God as a gracious and merciful God (Exod 34:6; 

Ps 86:15; etc.) and the New Testament calls God 'the Father of mercies 

and the God of all consolation' (2 Cor 1:3; cf. Eph 2:4).” (Walter Kasper, 

Mercy: The Essence of the Gospel and the Key to Christian Life, 18) 

 

 B. Your Kingdom Come! It has come, it is coming, and it will come 

in fulness.  

  

 

LIVE THE STORY 

The following questions are designed for use in our Community Groups as an aid 

to growth in the Gospel and Community. 

 What is the kingdom of God? In what sense do all people long for it?  

 How do we see a snapshot of the kingdom of God in Genesis 1—2? 

What happened when that kingdom was “lost”?  

 Think of OT texts that reveal longing for the kingdom of God. What 

are the things for which they hope that the kingdom will bring?  

 In the story about Fiona, do you think talking about the kingdom of 

God was a better approach than another? Explain. 

 In what sense has the kingdom come, is coming, and will come?  

 What does it mean to say that we aren’t waiting for Jesus to come 

get us out of here, but to come to bring His kingdom fulness?  

 Discuss either or both of the two quotations above as a group.  

Your Kingdom Come 

Kingdom Lost, Kingdom Longing, Kingdom Coming  
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Text: Matt. 6:9-13 

Introduction 

 

 

 

 I. Kingdom Lost 

 A. Creation and the Kingdom of God  

 i. God subdued a space in the world where He ruled, 

generously and bountifully providing for His subjects.  

 ii. A vice-regent is “a person who acts in the place of a ruler, 

governor, or sovereign (king).” 

 

 

  

 B. What happened to the kingdom?  

 

 i. Those vice-regents, instead of representing God to the 

world, rebelled against His rule and decided they knew what 

was best and would determine how they should live.  

 

 ii. They were booted out of the kingdom… out of the paradise.  

 

 C. The effect of the Kingdom Lost  

 i. Power dynamics in relationships; poverty in work (Gen. 3) 

 

 ii. Envy and murder (Gen. 4:9-10)  

 

 



 iii. Violence fills the earth (Genesis 6:5, 11). 

 

 

 iv. Babel is a picture of the accumulation of power to 

accomplish evil (Gen. 11).  

 

 

 v. Sodom and Gomorrah: the anti-kingdom (Gen. 19)  

 

 

 

 

 

 II. Kingdom Longing 

 A. Longing for the Kingdom to come began…  

 i. God’s Call to Abram (Gen. 12)  

 

 

 ii. Israel longed for the kingdom in the wrong ways (1 Sam. 8).  

 

  

 

 iii. Ultimately, it was inevitable because of human sin, that 

every earthly kingdom, even through the sons of David, 

would fail.  

 

 

 B. The Prophets spoke of a different kind of kingdom that would 

restore the peace and justice of God’s kingdom.  

 

 

 C. Fiona’s story and the innate longing we have for God’s kingdom.  

 

 

 

 i. We pray “Your kingdom come,” longing for the day when all 

pain, grief, and sorrow are passed away because the causes 

of that pain, grief, and sorrow have passed away.  

 

 ii. We are not praying, “Lord, come get us out of here,” but, 

“Lord, come bring about the fullness of your kingdom.”  

 

 III. Kingdom Coming 

 A. Our prayer is for the restoration of the kingdom of God, which 

will fully be established at the return of the King.  

 i. Our longing for the one-day fulness of that kingdom, in no 

way takes away our longing for as much as can be seen now.  

 

  

 ii. Waiting for a returning king to rule. 

 a) The Parable of the 10 Virgins (Matt. 25:1-8)  

 Now what do you supposed they will do when they 

meet the bridegroom?  

 This word for “meet” in v6 is used 3x in the NT.  

 Outside the Bible it was used to speak of an elite 

welcoming party who met dignitaries to escort them. 

 b) Believers from Rome go down to meet Paul and escort 

Him the last 11 miles into Rome (Acts 28:15). 

 c) Believers going to meet the Lord in the air, to escort Him 

into “the city” where we will celebrate (1 Thess. 4:17)! 

 

 

 iii. We are not building the kingdom but bearing witness to its 

reality!  


